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and working with young people,”” Clarke says. “It felt good
saying that.”

And now, as far as Richard Clarke is concerned, he’s liv-
ing in the proverbial perfect world. Last year, at the age
of sixty-one, he relocated from his home in Newburyport,
Massachusetts, to Greenwood Village, Colorado, to become
the executive director of Adventure Unlimited, a faith-based
nonprofit that takes youngsters on hikes and other outdoor
activities. It is a job perfectly suited to Clarke, who loves to
mountain climb, bike, and kayak.

«WWould I have taken a job like that out of college? Absolutely
not. And it wouldn’t have been offered to me,” he says. “The only
way I can explain it is that my values changed. I suddenly realized
1 was looking at the world differently.”

first wave turned sixty this year—a group including President
George W. Bush—social scientists and economists alike began
to see the swell of a great gray tsunami they fear will ulti-
mately smash Social Security and Medicare into an insolvent
pulp, leaving society in disarray. “This milestone is more than
a personal érisis,” Bush said in his 2006 State of the Union
address, provoking a wave of knowing chuckles. “It is a nation-
al challenge. The retirement of the baby boom generation will
put unprecedented strains on the federal government. By 2030,
spending for Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid alone will
be almost sixty percent of the entire federal budget. And that
will present furure Congresses with impossible choices: stag-
gering tax increases, immense deficits, or deep cuts in every
category of spending.”









